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44TH TRI-STATE EXIUBITION 
WIl.L. BE HELD OCTOBER 16 

The 44ih annual Tri-Slate Collector's 
E.xhibition will be held Saturday, Oct. 16, 
from 9 AM to 4 PM at Bektash Temple, 

189 Pembroke Road Concord, N. H. 

This show sponsored by New Hampshire 
Collector's Club has about thirty dealers 
buying and selling coins, stamps, and other 
collectibles and supplies in a well lightewd 
hall with plenty of parking, and no stairs to 
climb. It has easy access from 1-93, Routes 
202, 4, or 9. It is just off Route 106 
Take exit near Perry's Monuments. 

Exhibits compete for 10 trophies so 
everyone has a good chance of winning. 
Brochure with classes and score card is 
available from Wayne S. Rich, 11 South 
SL, Concord, N. H. Tel. 603-228-8628. 
Exhibit cases or show frames should be 
reserved in advance. Show frames hold 
16 pages. 

The Concord post office will have 
back issues of stamps to sell at face. 
Cachet chairman Frederick Brofos will 
have show covers with special cancel that 
have a cachet featuring Franklin Pierce. 
Bourse chairman Ken Fancher can be 
reached at 603-623-6373 for information 
on bourse tables. 

NUXnSALVTIC CALEND.\R 

Oct. 16 Tri-State Exhibition, Bektash 
Temple, , 189 Pembroke Rd, Concord ' 

Oct. 17 Third Sunday Sw Holiday Inn 
Exit 4, Nashua, N. IL 

Nov. 7, Gorham Coin Club Show, 
Holiday Inn, Exit 8 1-95, Portland, Me. 


N.H.N.A. PARTICIPATES IN 

BOY SCOILi r JAMBOREE 

165 Boy Scouts received free coins, 
stamps, stock sheets, 20 pocket coin pages. 
2x2 coin holders, Whitman coin folders 
wooden nickels, Linn's Stamp News 
• ‘ and Coin World at the Jamboree in 
* Gilford, N. H. Oct. 2. The booth was 
I mamicd by Robert Wester and Wayne Rich 
' who were very' busy from 9 am to 3 PM 
' when they ran out of coins. We hope that 
' many new collectors will result.N.H.N. A. 

' presaident, Robert Fiitsch was contacted 
aboiut a year ago about the possibility ol 
having a booth at the jamboree. The New 
Hampshire Collectors" Club provided some 
financing. 

ARE YOUR DUES PAID? 

Your Nonagon label tells whether yiour 
dues are paid. If your label shows 00 or 01 
etc, you do not owe dues, but if it shows 99 
I or 98 you owe S4 for each year below 2000. 
1 Send dues to Sam Allen, Box 1655, Dover 
I , N. H. 03820 to keep your name on the 
mailing list. Pay life membership of $50 and 
you have no more dues to pay ever or il 65 
or older pay $25. We have over 100 Life 
members 

A $5 note on the Salmon Falls Hank of 
Somei-swortli, N. h. was listed in a recent 
auction by CENTENNl A1 , ,\1 ICT1< )NS. 
Hopefully il went to a New Ilanvpsliiro 
vcollector 1 would like a picture oj it for the 
Nonagon. Editor. 

Coin folders for the new state quarters 
are a hot item. Have yiou started your 
collection of them The New Hampshire 
quarter is due ne.xl year. Five have been or 
will be issued this year. 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS 

Fall season is upon us already and numismatic activity is starting afresh after summer vacations. 

My own Spring and Summer were busy with the Governor’s Quarter Committee doing the legwork 
to get the NH design for the 50 States Quarter Program. The Governor announced her choice of 
design on 12 June (the 21 1th Anniversary of NH’s ratification of the Constitution). Our quarter will 
depict The Old Man of the Mountain with the state Motto, “Live Free or Die”, and nine stars for 
NH’s place as the Ninth State. That last achievement is quite noteworthy in US History as it was 
the 2/3 majority vote for the Constitution - we are the State That Made Us a Nation. 

I bought a couple of gold NH Town Medals earlier this year and it got me to wondering. How many 
of these things are still out there? They only rarely appear on the market and go quickly when they 
do. Would it be possible to do a census of these gold pieces? It would be completely voluntary but 
we should record how many have survived $800 gold prices. Please send your data to me at PO 
Box 3003; Nashua 03061-3003. I will keep your names strictly private. 

Have a great Fall and I hope your Want Lists will be easily filled. B ob Fritsch 





THE MANCHESTER MERCHANT TOKENS OF t896 


Sam Allen LM-100 


The first known exonumia from a New Hampshire anniversary celebration was 
issued to commemorate Manchester’s SO'** anniversary of its incorporation as a city, 
held September 6-9, 1896. What was destined to become the state’s largest 
municipal celebration of its time had rather humble beginnings. On November 5, 
1895 the city government passed a resolution establishing a committee to study the 
matter of a celebration recognizing the “semi-centennial” of the city. On February 
28, 1896 an appropriation of S2000.00 was allocated by the government to defray 
the expenses of the celebration. Actual planning for the event did not begin to 
happen until a meeting in May 1896 when it was agreed to form committees on 
finance, literary exercises, athletics, reception, press and printing, bands, exhibition, 
fireworks, invitations and school display. At a mass meeting of committees, people 
in June 1896 the real work for the celebration began. Additional committees, 
including tents, stands, carriages and entertainment, parade, music. Old Residents’ 
Association, and decorations were formed. Many of these committees had 20 or 
more members. Key to the success of the event was the large number of prominent 
residents and merchants involved in the organization of various activities. The 
result was another $5290.75 raised through subscription and four days of revelry 
that earned Manchester the title of the “Queen City”. 


Numerous souvenirs were issued to commemorate the celebration including 
various badges, pinback buttons, official ribbons and published histories. Among 
the most interesting of these items were the eight tokens manufactured by the Star 
Stamp Co. Local merchants commissioned seven of the tokens and one was made 
as a souvenir for school children participating in a large choral activity on 
Wednesday, September 9. All of the tokens feature the Semi-Centennial logo with 
the Great Seal of Manchester at the center and “1846 Semi-Centennial Sept. 7-8-9 
1896 Manchester, N.H.” around the outer edge. With the exception of the 
aluminum Children’s Chorus city commissioned medal, all of the merchant tokens 
were issued in gilt bronze. It would appear that the idea for the tokens might have 
originated with two members of the Committee on Decorations, Frank P. Kimball 
and William P. Farmer. No records relating to tbe subscription of these tokens STAR STAMP CO., 
could be found, but many of the merchants were located within close proximity i 
one another on the busy commercial Elm St. area of Manchester’s downtown. 

Details of the tokens and their subscribers are as follows: 

STAR STAMP CO. : Obverse through field, “Star Stamp Co./Mfr’s of Checks, 

Medals, Badges, Stamps, Seals, Stencils & C./6 Pleasant St. Manchester, N.H.”, 
examples of rubber and mechanical stamps are shown in the lower field. Owned by 
Albert Buffum, The Star Stamp Co. successfully obtained the contract to 
manufacture at least two and possibly all of the six known Semi-Centennial badges 
as well as all of the merchant tokens. 


6 PLEASANT ST.. 
MAN-CHESTISl?. X. K 



Order* lillo! vi:iu day received. 


AT DUMAS BROS. 
Jewelers and Opticians 


lii'.priiis ;m« in for 5i and war- 
'd for one \ ear Thev al*0 keep 
: Mock -if ■.Vatelics. Clock*. Jew- 
?il\crware Oplical <'■•>0(1$, etc 
■ry ‘ow vnce*. .X call .at their 
will t'oiiMiice you Don't forget 


DUMAS BROS.: Obverse through field, 

“Compliments of Dumas Bros./The North End 
/Jewelers & Opticians/1241 Elm St./5 Doors 
Above Pearl/Manchester, N.H.”. The Dumas 
brothers, Arthur E. and Joseph A., successfully 
combined what would be considered today as divergent careers. 


2AI elm street. 

5 Coors Above Pearl 
CaMi paid for old Cold and Silver. 




W.H. SHILVOCK: Obverse through field, “W. H. Shilvock & 
Co./Half Tone & Wood Engravers/143 Hanover St./Manchester, 
Walter H. Shilvock had developed quite a reputation as an 
artist and engraver. At the age of 24, he went into business for 
himself where he began photoengraving and half tone processing and 
furnished cuts for many area publishers of books and periodicals. 

For several years, he held the position of Secretary of the Manchester 
Art Association. 


WA1.TER H. SMIl.VOCK, 

MANCHESTER CLOTHING CO.: Obverse through field, “Manchester Clothing 
C0./74O Elm St./Manchester, N.H.”. Other than a listing in Polk’s 1897 Manchester 
City Directory, no additional information could be found on this merchant. 




W.P. FARMER: Obverse through field, “Compliments of W.P. Farmer/Fine 
Footwear/823 Elm St./Manchester, N.H.”. William P. Farmer, a prominent retailer 
of boots and shoes also served on the Committee on Decorations. 

NEW CITY HOTEL: Obverse through field, “Compliments of New 
City Hotel/Traveling Men’s Home/Fred Cotton Proprietor/1128 to 
1138 Elm St./Manchester, N.H.”. The New City Hotel was one of the 
more comfortable predecessors to today’s Executive Suites. Separate 
overnight accommodations were commonplace in Victorian America 
when modesty and propriety were the rule. 


KIMBALL THE CLOTHIER: Obverse through field, 

“Kimball the Clothier/1053 & 1055 Elm St./Manchester, 

N.H.”. Frank P. Kimball was a leading clothing retailer 
employing 20 people in a store located in the Weston, Hill & Fitts 
block during the celebration. Early business reviews lauded his 
success and the refinement of his establishment. He later moved to 
the Kennard Building where his business was destroyed in the 
disastrous fire that claimed the historic building. Mr. Kimball was 
very active in community affairs and maintained membership in 
several fraternal and civic organizations. 




CHILDREN’S CHORUS: Obverse through field, “Pupil’s Medal/Children’s 
Chorus”, at the center is featured a stylized and entwined “PMS” for the 
Manchester Public Schools. Eastman in his “Semi-Centennial of the City of 
Manchester New Hampshire” recounts among the activities of Children’s Day, 
Wednesday, September 9 that “Over three thousand children of the public and 
parochial schools , in charge of their teachers, assembled in the tent, and as many 
more of the parents and friends of the pupils attended the exercises. Upon entering 
the tent each of the children was given a special souvenir of the occasion in the shape 
of an aluminum medal, bearing the city seal and a suitable inscription”. The school 
children san^ a melody of patriotic songs. 

The current availability of these tokens would indicate that although prevalent 
in 1896, not many are extant today and several of the pieces could fall into the rare 
category, with the exception of the Children’s Chorus token. Collectors attempting 
to complete the set will certainly enjoy the reminiscence of an earlier day when 
50,000 people would endure transportation and accommodation hardships to view a 
semi-centennial parade and merchants issued tokens as advertisements. 
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Please describe and price 

Warren S. HenJerson 

621 RambllQ Rose ' I^e 
Rokomis, rlorii^' 34275 



^lEMBKR OF 

NEW HAMPSHIRE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 



FUEL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 


RILLA WHITENECK 
HAROLD WHITENECK 


PROFESSIONAL APPRAISALS FOR 
BANKS-ESTATES 


CONCORD COINS 

COURT COIN COMPANY 
FULL TIME COIN DEALER SINCE 1941 
OLD COINS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


A. N.A.C.N.A. 

B. N.S. M.N.A. N.E.N.A. 


5 SOUTH STATE STREET 
CONCORD. NH 03301 
(603) 224*9337 



<Bruce ^Breton 

is BUYING 

CHOICE & RARE TJ.S. COINS 

NEW HAMPSHIRE'S FINEST COIN & JEWELRY SHOP 



) 


I am buying premium quality PCGS or NGC coins especially 
MS65 & higher (Sight seen only) Also buying defe<it free 
original circulated coins (value over $10. ea.) especially 
key dates and rarities. Can handle any size transaction. 

I specialize in coins so I can pay more than anyone. 

Get your best price then come to me and I'll work hard 
to beat your best offer. Full time dealer for 20 years. 

• Bullion Gold & Silver • Complete Jewelry Dept. 


Buying MS63-67 


• Commems 

• Morgan $ 

• Peace $ 

• Walkers 

• Type coins 
BU & Proof 

• Rare Gold 


• Coin Supplies 


• Appraisals 


Store Hours: 


• Authorized submission center for PCGS & NGC 


Hon-Fri 9:30-5 
Sat 9:30-2 


BRUCE BRETON & CO. 

AMHERST STREET MALL • 427 AMHERST ST. • 
Member: ANA (2S vrs). FUN. ICTA 


603-882-2050 

NASHUA, NH 03063 1-800-320-2050 

PCGS, NGC, Life member NHNA & MNA 


